
Grade 2: Vocabulary

Handout 1: Selecting Vocabulary Words

Selecting Vocabulary Words 

 Before instruction, preview the text, even when using text that has 
preselected vocabulary words. 

 Read the passage and identify vocabulary you think students will find 
unfamiliar. Ask yourself: “How difficult is this passage to understand?” 

 Select words that are important to understanding the text. 

 List words you predict will be challenging for your students. You may not 
be able to teach all of these words. Research supports teaching only a few 
words before reading. 

 Determine which words are adequately defined in the text. Some may be 
defined by direct definition and others through context. Expand on these 
words after reading, rather than directly teaching them before reading. 

 Identify words students need to know to construct meaning in text that 

contain prefixes, suffixes, and base or root words. Point these out to 
students and discuss features. 

 Consider students’ prior knowledge. Words can be discussed as you 
activate and build prior knowledge. Words can also be extended. 

 Determine the importance of the word. Ask yourself: “Does the word 
appear again and again? Is the word important to comprehending the 
passage? Will knowledge of the word help in other content areas?” 

 Remember, words taught before students read include: 
 —words that will be frequently encountered in other texts and content 
 areas. 
 —words important to understanding the main ideas. 
 —words that are not a part of your students’ prior knowledge. 
 —words unlikely to be learned independently through the use of context 
 and/or structural analysis. 

Adapted from Cooper, J. D. (1997). Literacy: Helping children construct meaning (3rd ed.). 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin.
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Graphic Organizers for Vocabulary Development

CONSTRUCTION
VEHICLES

What is this?
Machines for building

Examples
Backhoe
Crane

Dump Truck

What is it like?
Made to move things for construction

Can be used for lifting or digging
Can be used for building or tearing down

Can be used for carrying equipment

Non-Examples
Train

Race Car
Boat

MONARCH

What is this?
Powerful ruler of

a country

Examples
King

Emperor
Sovereign

Non-examples
Principal
President

Prime Minister

What is it like?
Has power over others
Not an elected person
Holds power for life
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Four-Square Vocabulary Map

Fold a sheet of paper into four sections.

Word       What are some examples?

Picture can be added

What is it like?What is it?
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Handout 4: Graphic Organizers for Vocabulary Development (Page 3 of 5)

Student Knowledge Rating Checklist

GEOLOGY

How much do I know about these words?

Vocabulary Words I Can Define I Have Seen/Heard I Don’t Know
core �
mineral �
volcano �
geyser �
magma �
lava �

Student Knowledge Rating Checklist

TOPIC:
How much do I know about these words?

Vocabulary Words I Can Define I Have Seen/Heard I Don’t Know
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Word Parts Word Web

Sample Semantic Maps

TELE
(over a

distance)
telethon

telegramtelephoto

television

Sample prefixes and suffixes that can be used:

semi = half less = without     bio = live  tri = three

con = with mis = wrong     cle = small  orium = place for
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Car
Bus

Truck
Train

Bicycle
Tricycle
Scooter

Skateboard

Ship
Sailboat

Motorboat
Raft

CanoeAirplane
Glider

Helicopter
Jet

VEHICLES

Have hair

Warm-blooded

Blue

Ocean

Mammal

Live birth

Warm
water

Cold water

Humpback

Largest
mammal

Migrate

Plankton

WHALE

Gray

Beluga
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Grade 2: Vocabulary

Handout 5: Building Vocabulary with Content Word Walls

Building Vocabulary with
Content Word Walls

Content Area:  Mathematics

Topic:              Writing Word Problems

Vocabulary:

bar graph capacity denominator
fourth fraction greater than
half horizontal hours
length less than measure
minutes numerator picture graph
product second subtract
sum  thermometer third
vertical weight width

Vocabulary-building activities:
♦ Use objects and pictures to introduce

words.

♦ Create a semantic map. Group words for a
particular kind of problem.  For example:
all the words you use for time
measurement.
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Grade 2: Vocabulary

Handout 6: Content Word Wall Planner

Content W
ord W

all Planner
Content A

rea: __________________
Topic: ________________________
Vocabulary:

Vocabulary-building activities:
Vocabulary-building activities:

Vocabulary-building activities:

Content A
rea:__________________

Topic: ________________________
Vocabulary:

Content A
rea: __________________

Topic: ________________________
Vocabulary:
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Word Wizard

Grouping:  Pairs or small groups
Materials:  Narrative or expository text; journals
Directions:

• You are a Word Wizard.
• Your job is to find words in the story that are interesting,

new, different, unusual, funny, difficult, or important.
• Write each word in your journal.  Include the story’s title and

the number of the page where you found the word.  Explain
in one or two sentences why you chose the word.

• When you finish, discuss with your partner or others in your
group:
• Does anyone know the word’s meaning?
• How is the word used in the story?
• Can you use the word in a sentence to show its meaning?

Extending Learning in Small-Group Settings

Adapted from Blachowicz, C., & Ogle, D. (2001). Reading comprehension: Strategies for independent learners. New York: Guilford Press.

Grouping:  Individual or pairs
Materials:  Word cards; pocket charts; journals
Teacher Preparation:  Write previously studied prefixes, suffixes, and base (or
root) words on individual cards.  Separate prefixes, suffixes, and base words by
placing them in resealable plastic bags.
Directions:  Use the pocket chart.  Create new words by adding prefixes and
suffixes to one of the base (or root) words.  Write the words in your journal.   Make
as many words as you can.

Extending Learning in Small-Group Settings

   Base/Root Word:______________
______________

  ______________
  ______________
  ______________
  ______________

Adapted from Marriott, D. (1997). What are the other kids doing…while you teach small groups? Cypress, CA: Creative Teaching Press.

Add-a-Part
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Grade 2: Vocabulary

Handout 9: Stop and Think About It: Vocabulary Development

Stop and Think About It: 
Vocabulary Development 

Title of Story:______________________________________________________ 

Book: ______________  Unit: __________________________________ pp. _________ 

List the pre-selected vocabulary words. 

List any affixes that occur throughout the story or article. 

Select words to teach before the story is read. 

List instructional procedures/activities for teaching the words before the story is read. 

List instructional procedure/activities for expanding vocabulary after the story is read. 

List independent word-learning strategies and write a short explanation of how they are 

taught. 
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